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Welcome and Important Reminders

Welcome
Staci Cummins, Program Manager

oese.school.infrastructure@ed.gov

Important Reminders

1. Access the SASI application on Grants.gov

2. Applications close on August 7, 2023, 11:59:59 P.M. 

Eastern Time

3. Interested applicants should refer to the Notice 

Inviting Applications (NIA) in the Federal Register for a 

complete listing of eligibility and application 

requirements, priorities, definitions, and selection 

criteria

4. Applicants should not rely solely on this webinar for 

information and guidance on the SASI program or 

application
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https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=348449
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/06/02/2023-11789/applications-for-new-awards-supporting-americas-school-infrastructure-grant-program


Objectives

As a result of this webinar, participants will 
be able to:

ÅUnderstand the fiscal year (FY) 2023 
application process for the SASI grant 
competition

ÅIdentify the information required in the 
application

ÅIdentify the application submission due 
dates and the application review process

ÅProgram Overview

ÅProgram Requirements

ÅApplication Requirements

ÅAccessing and Completing the 
Application in Grants.gov

ÅResources

Agenda
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Program Overview

Background and Purpose

Award Information

Competition Timeline



SASI 

Background 

and Purpose

ÅOne of two new School Infrastructure Programs(SIP) in FY 
2023

ÅThe SIP grants are focused on supporting high-need local 
educational agencies (LEAs) in ensuring that their school 
facilities and grounds provide safe, healthy, sustainable, 
and equitable learning environments

ÅThe purpose of the SASI grant is to increase the capacity of 
States to support high-need LEAs and schoolsin leveraging 
other available Federal, State, and local resources to 
improve school facilities and environments for all students

ÅThe National Center on School Infrastructure grant 
program will establish a national center on school 
infrastructure that will serve as a clearinghouse of 
resources and provide technical assistance to SASI 
grantees and high-need LEAs seeking to leverage available 
resources to improve public school facilities for all students
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https://oese.ed.gov/offices/school-infrastructure-programs-sip/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/06/02/2023-11790/applications-for-new-awards-national-center-on-school-infrastructure


Award

Information

Type of Award: Discretionary

Estimated Number of Awards:8-13

Estimated Range of Awards: $3,000,000 to $5,000,000 for the full 60 
months

Project Period:Up to 60months

Cost Sharing or Matching:This program does not require cost sharing or 
matching

Subgrantees: A grantee under this competition may not award subgrants 
to entities to directly carry out project activities described in its 
application

Note: The Department is not bound by any estimates
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Eligible Entities

Å Eligible entities include:

Å State Educational Agencies (SEAs)

Å State entity other than the SEA that has authority over or responsibility for education 
facilities if the SEA does not have this authority

Å A consortium comprised entirely of agencies or organizations within a single State described 
in clauses (a) or (b).  Applicants applying under a consortium of eligible entities will be 
required to designate a lead agency in order to apply under the appropriate Absolute 
Priority.

Å State entity means an agency of the State other than the SEA with authority or 
responsibility over public school facilities

Å The Departmentwill only make one award per State

Å Applicants must apply under an Absolute Priority
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Competition Timeline

Competition opens

June 2, 2023

Competition closes

August 7, 2023

Reviewer panels created, applications 
screened and reviewed

Late August 2023

Department approves and 
Congressional notification

October/November 2023

Awards announced

November/December2023
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Program Requirements

Priorities

Key Program Activities

Reporting and Performance Measures

Definitions



FY 2023 Priorities

Absolute 
Priorities

Building 
Capacity of 

the SEA

Competitive 
Preference 

Priority

Building Capacity 
of the State 
Entity (Other 
than the SEA)
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FY 2023 Absolute Priorities 

Absolute Priority 1 ŝ Building 

Capacity of the SEA

ÅTo meet this priority, an eligible SEA must 

propose a project to increase its capacity 

to support high-need LEAs and provide 

technical assistance to those LEAs 

regarding how to leverage available 

resources to assess infrastructure needs 

and how to make public school 

infrastructure improvements in their 

highest-need public schools

Absolute Priority 2 ŝ Building Capacity 

of the State Entity (Other than the SEA)

ÅTo meet this priority, an eligible State entity other 
than the SEA with authority or responsibility over 
educational facilities (i.e., if the SEA does not have 
authority over or responsibility for educational 
facilities) must propose a project to increase its 
capacity to support high-need LEAs and provide 
technical assistance to those LEAs regarding how to 
leverage available resources to assess infrastructure 
needs and how to make public school infrastructure 
improvements in their highest-need public schools

ÅThe proposed project must be in collaboration with 
the SEA
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FY 2023 Absolute Priorities

ÅUnder 34 CFR 75.105(c)(3), we consider only applications that meet these priorities

ÅForFY 2023 and any subsequent year in which we make awards from the list of 

unfunded applications from this competition, these priorities are absolute priorities

ÅOnly one application per State may be submitted to this grant competition under either 

Absolute Priority 1 or Absolute Priority 2

ÅApplicants must clearly identify the specific absolute priority the proposed project 

addresses in the project abstract and narrative

Questions about eligibility or Priorities? 
Review the SASI NIA or email 

oese.school.infrastructure@ed.gov 12

https://www.federalregister.gov/public-inspection/2023-11789/applications-for-new-awards-supporting-americas-school-infrastructure-grant-program


Competitive Preference Priority 1

Competitive 
Preference 
Priority 1 -

SEAs with Low 
Capacity in 

Areas of School 
Infrastructure

(up to 5 points)

ÅThe competitive preference priority is intended to prioritize 
those applicants with the lowest capacity in the area of 
school infrastructure

ÅPoints will be awarded to an applicant that demonstrates that 
it currently has low or no administrative capacity to support 
LEAs in its State in assessing facility conditions or making 
public school infrastructure improvements, by attesting that 
it meets one or more of the following criteria

The SEA does not currently 
provide capital funding for 
school construction or 
renovations, consistent with 
the most recent annual Public 
Elementary-Secondary 
Education Finance Data the SEA 
reported to the U.S. Census 
Bureau. (0 or 3 points)

The SEA does not currently 
employ a dedicated staff 
person whose primary job 
responsibility is providing 
technical assistance to 
LEAs regarding school 
infrastructure 
improvements. (0 or 2 
points)
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FY 2023 

Competitive 

Preference 

Priority

ÅUnder 34 CFR 75.105(c)(2)(i), we award up to an additional 
5 points for Competitive Preference Priority 1 to any 
application from an SEA under Absolute Priority 1 that 
addresses this priority

Å Only an SEA applicant applying under Absolute Priority 1 may 
earn points under Competitive Preference Priority 1

ÅThe total number of competitive preference points an SEA 
applicant may compete for is 5

ÅAn applicant must clearly identify in the project abstract 
and narrative section that it wishes to be considered for 
the purposes of earning competitive preference priority 
points

ÅForFY 2023 and any subsequent year in which we make 
awards from the list of unfunded applications from this 
competition, this priority is a competitive preference 
priority
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